HOW  THE   IRON   FOR   THE   BORNEO   BLOW-PIPES   IS   FORGED

The iron for the tools used in making the blow-pipes is smelted in a charcoal fire, into

which a blast of air is blown by working a sort of feather mop, like a piston, up and down

in the hollow logs seen on the left.   The metal is then hammered with a stone mallet on a

stone anvil.   These workmen are Kalabits, expert smiths like the Kayans.

exactly in the centre of the flattened end
of the pole. He then continues to pierce
the wood with downward blows. He turns
the iron rod in his hands as he does so,
and thus, inch by inch, a hollow is formed
right through the tube. As the rod while
being worked in this manner must be
held exactly vertical, the blow-pipe maker
fixes two or three forked sticks horizon-
tally and at different levels above the plat-
form. In these guides the metal rod slides
easily up and down and is kept in the
straight line required.

In the picture at which we have been
looking there is a young assistant, to
whom is allotted the task of pouring water
from time to time into the steadily deep-
ening hole. In this way the little chips
of wood are washed out. As a rule, the
work of boring through the whole of the
pipe takes about six hours' continuous
labor and unlimited patience.

The lower end of a blow-pipe is always
slightly curved. This shape is -produced
by bending the pipe and binding it in posi-
tion with rattan fibre for some time. The
object of the curvature is to allow for the
bending of the tube caused by the weight
of a spear-head which is often fixed to
the top. In this way the 'blow-pipe ma}*
be converted into a sort of bayonet.

Should the desired curvature not be se-
cured by the means just described, the
wooden tube is hung horizontally on
loops, and heavy weights are then fas-
tened to the muzzle end. When the
craftsman peers through the bore, and
sights only a half-circle of daylight, he
knows that the precise degree of curving
has been attained. He then heats the
wood with torches so that when the tube
has cooled it retains the curvature. Noth-
ing now remains to be done but to finish
off the blow-pipe by polishing. For
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